Background to the study
One way of managing the spread of multi-drug resistant bacteria in hospitals is to screen patients, on or prior to admission to hospital. Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) and Carbapenemase-producing Enterobacteriaceae (CPE) are both types of resistant bacteria for which national guidelines recommend screening. Screening for MRSA has been in place for the last decade whereas CPE screening has been introduced more recently. Screening is a two stage process involving a clinical risk assessment in which patients are asked a few questions. If the answer to any of these questions is yes, identified body sites are swabbed for laboratory analysis. For CPE this will normally include a rectal swab, or a stool sample where the swab cannot be obtained.
Health Protection Scotland has asked Glasgow Caledonian University to conduct a study. Participation in the study is voluntary and we have the approval of your Health Board and ethical approval from Glasgow Caledonian University to conduct this study. We do not ask for your name or contact details and it will not be possible to identify you from your answers. By completing and returning the questionnaire you are consenting to taking part.
The questionnaire
You may skip any questions that you do not want to answer.
To answer the questions please tick one box only for each question to show how much you agree or disagree with the statements. You may add any comments you have in the box provided at the end of the questionnaire.
Example answer
Young people today spend too much time playing electronic games. By working together with our nurses and doctors we can manage these superbugs much better.
One way to do this is for our nurses and doctors to check us for these bacteria when we become patients in hospital.
In Scotland, nurses and doctors are starting to check patients for a bug known as CPE (Carbapenemase Producing Enterobacteriaceae) -we want to know your views about this.
To send us your views:
 Please complete this questionnaire  Post it to us by the 20 th February in the pre-paid envelope provided.
 You do not need to have any direct experience of superbugs to answer the questions -we are asking you because:  You live in Scotland  You may either use our hospitals at the moment or at some time in the future  If there are any questions you would prefer not to answer, please leave them blank One way of preventing the spread of CPE is by our nurses and doctors checking or screening for CPE when people are admitted to hospital. Patients are asked three questions which allow the nurses to decide if the patient is likely to be carrying CPE. If the answer to any of the questions asked is yes, the nurse will then do a test to confirm if this is the case.
To test for CPE a small sample of faeces or poo is required. The sample is usually taken from a patient's back passage or rectum by a nurse, using a swab which looks similar to a long cotton-bud; a rectal swab. If this is not possible faeces can be collected in a bedpan when a patient goes to the toilet; called a stool sample. This section asks your views about giving a rectal swab or stool sample.
To answer the questions please tick one box for each question 
